Canadian Language Benchmarks 2000
 

Speaking 7

 
 
 
I can participate in a small group discussion and express my opinions, feelings and reservations about a topic.
 
I can express and respond to gratitude, appreciation, complaint, disappointment, dissatisfaction, satisfaction and hope.
 
I can give clear instructions and directions related to moderately complex, familiar, technical and non-technical tasks.
 
I am comfortable speaking about almost any topic that comes up in normal conversation.
 
I am comfortable speaking formally or informally, on topics involving problem-solving or decision-making.  I can make a detailed comparison.
 
I can research, develop and deliver a 10-minute presentation. 
 
I can use a variety of sentence structures and idioms.
 
I sound fluent when I speak.  When I know that people do not understand me, I can correct myself or rephrase what I said.
 
I am comfortable talking on the phone about familiar and routine matters.  I can take a message for someone else and pass it on with specific details.
 
I use a number of strategies to keep the conversation going.  I can change the topic.
Listening 7

 
 
 
I can understand the main points and important details of a conversation as well as inferred meanings.  
 
I can identify the situation, relationship, mood and attitude of the people I listen to.
 
I can understand a formal or informal conversation on familiar topics at a descriptive level, especially if I am involved in the conversation.
 
My vocabulary is expanding, and I know more idioms.
 
I can predict consequences and outcomes.
 
I can understand more complex, indirect questions about personal experience, familiar topics and general knowledge.
 
I can understand routine, work-related conversation.
 
I can understand a phone message if I am familiar with the topic.
 
However, I sometimes require slower speech, repetition and rewording, especially on unfamiliar topics.
 
I might still have trouble understanding native speakers when they speak quickly to one another.
Reading 7

 
 

 

I can read authentic text that is 1 - 2 pages long and moderately complex.
 
I can locate and integrate, or compare and contrast information from a variety of visually complex sources.
 
I read for information, to learn English and develop reading skills.  I am also beginning to read for pleasure. 
 
I can follow everyday instructional texts containing 10 - 15 steps.
 
I use an English dictionary for ESL learners.  Mostly, I use it for confirmation and to be precise.
 
The language I read is both concrete and abstract, dealing with facts, opinions and feelings.
 
When I see a new word, I can sometimes infer its meaning by the context or by the use of prefixes and suffixes in the word.
 
I can paraphrase and summarize the main points of a story.
Writing 7

 
 
 
I can respond in writing to appreciation, complaint, disappointment, satisfaction and hope.
 
I can write personal and routine business letters.
 
I summarize longer texts without losing essential information.
 
I write coherent paragraphs on familiar, concrete topics with clear main ideas and some supporting details.  I have a developing sense of audience.
 
I can write 2 - 3 paragraphs to narrate a sequence of events or give a detailed description.
 
I have fairly good control over complex structures, spelling and sentence mechanics although my sentences may sound ‘foreign’ to English readers.
 
I can write down 7 - 10 points from a clear, pre-recorded phone message.
 
I can complete moderately complex forms (40 items).
 
I can write a report comparing two products or describing a process.
